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ILLINOIS
Illinois Wesleyan University
Tate Archives and Special Collections 
has opened a collection from Emeritus 
Professor Jared Brown detailing the 
lives of theater and film personalities. 
The Jared Brown Collection of Bio-
graphical Sources contains primary 
sources, including recordings and 
transcripts of over 150 interviews 
that Brown used for books on Alfred 
Lunt, Lynn Fontanne, Zero Mostel, 
Alan J. Pakula, and Moss Hart. See 
http://blogs.iwu.edu/asc/2012/06/17/
new-collections/.
INDIANA
Evansville Vanderburgh Public 
Library (EVPL)
The EVPL was the recipient of a 
Library Services and Technology Act 
(LSTA) grant for the collaborative 
“Evansville in WWII” digitization 
project. Included in the digitization 
effort are war bonds posters from 
the University of Southern Indiana 
and factory newsletters. The EVPL 
also participated in the Evansville 
Bicentennial with several programs, 
including a walkable map of Evans-
ville from 1888, enlarged to 15 feet 
by 20 feet.
Indiana Historical Society 
(IHS)
The IHS Web site is continually 
updated with finding aids for the 
Collections and Library. The 49 
digital collections created with CON-
TENTdm have surpassed 50,000 
images; 23 new manuscript and visual 
collections have been added; and 241 
printed items have been cataloged. 
The “Civil War Military Front” 
(495 documents with 3,910 images) 
is a recent digital collection created 
through a 2011 LSTA grant by the 
IHS and Indiana University–Purdue 
University Indianapolis University Li-
brary. See http://www.indianahistory 
.org/library/.
Indiana State Archives 
A hand-carved piece of Indiana 
limestone from stone carver Frank 
Maurer was dedicated to the Indiana 
State Archives. Maurer sought to 
draw attention to the heritage of 
Scottish-Americans and Tartan Day, 
which the United States Senate made 
a national day of recognition in 2008. 
April 6 was chosen as Tartan Day 
because the Declaration of Arbroath, 
seeking Scotland’s freedom from 
England, was written on that date 
in 1320. Thomas Jefferson later used 
this document as a model for the 
Declaration of Independence. See 
http://www.in.gov/icpr/3104.htm.
New Albany–Floyd County 
Public Library
The Stuart B. Wrege Indiana History 
Room of the New Albany–Floyd 
County Public Library will soon be 
making improvements to the archives’ 
infrastructure in preparation for 
New Albany, Indiana’s upcoming 
bicentennial celebration in 2013. 
Thanks to generous support from its 
Library Friends Organization, the 
History Room is acquiring compact 
shelving, a new server, and a content 
management system for the archives.
Sisters of Providence of Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods
The Sisters of Providence have been 
keepers of history ever since the Con-
gregation’s foundress, Saint Mother 
Theodore Guerin, first began writing 
her journals and letters between the 
years of 1840 and 1856. The Archives 
Department is the keeper of these sa-
cred documents. The Congregation’s 
latest issue of HOPE shares the story 
of these women, who dedicated their 
lives to preserving the history of the 
Sisters of Providence. See http://www 
.spsmw.org/sisters-of-providence/
about-us/publications/hope/hope-
2012.aspx.
Willard Library
The Willard Library Archives has 
teamed with a local firm, the M. T. 
Publishing Company, Inc., to compile 
Over the Banks of the Ohio: The Flood 
of 1937, Evansville, Indiana, a picto-
rial history commemorating the 75th 
anniversary of the record-breaking 
flood. It is scheduled to appear before 
the end of the year.
IOWA
Iowa State University
The Special Collections Department 
has been helping Iowa State celebrate 
the anniversary of the Morrill Act 
of 1862, the hundredth anniversary 
of homecoming activities, and the 
installation of the university’s 15th 
president. For the inauguration of 
President Steven Leath, the depart-
ment created public displays that 
commemorated past presidents. 
Preparations for the centennial an-
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niversary of homecoming have in-
cluded on-site and virtual exhibits and 
timelines. Available at http://www 
.tiki-toki.com/timeline/entry/48602/
Iowa-State-University-Homecoming/.
Luther College
Luther College and the Luther Col-
lege Archives have been selected to 
develop and host the Archives Leader-
ship Institute (ALI) for 2013–2015. 
With funding from the National 
Historical Publications and Records 
Commission (NHPRC), ALI at 
Luther College will provide advanced 
training for 25 emerging and in-
novative leaders each year. The core 
approach will intertwine strategic 
and advanced leadership thinking 
with a clear and purposeful archival 
curriculum that includes project 
management, strategic visioning, 
and human resource development; 
strategies for born digital resources; 
advocacy; and outreach. For further 
information, contact Rachel Vagts at 
vagtsrac@luther.edu.
KENTUCKY
Filson Historical Society 
The D. X. Murphy & Bro. Architects 
Records are now processed and acces-
sible for researchers. The collection 
includes architectural drawings and 
business records generated by two re-
nowned architects: Henry Whitestone 
(1819–1893) and D. X. Murphy (1853–
1933). With materials dating from 
1854–1949, this collection documents 
Louisville’s rich architectural history 
and provides invaluable information 
about regional industry, contractors, 
business, and culture as they relate to 
the architectural landscape.
Kentucky Department for 
Libraries and Archives (KDLA)
The staff members at KDLA’s Public 
Records Division (PRD) have under-
taken a monthly training initiative for 
State Agency Records Officers and 
other employees involved in records 
management. PRD staff offered a 
bimonthly workshop that addressed 
various areas in the management of 
Kentucky’s government records. By 
the end of August, PRD staff trained 
over 70 staff from a variety of state 
government agencies. 
Kentucky Historical Society 
(KHS)
The KHS recently acquired a col-
lection of nineteenth century letters 
that depict the lives of both free and 
enslaved Kentucky families in Lexing-
ton and Hopkinsville. Referred to as 
the “Watson and Robinson Letters,” 
these 27 handwritten documents 
contain detailed family histories 
and offer a glimpse into these two 
Kentucky cities’ African-American 
communities. To view the letters, visit 
www.history.ky.gov and click “Search 
our Collections.” Choose the KHS 
Collections Catalog, and search for 
“Watson and Robinson.”
Northern Kentucky University 
(NKU)
The University Archives opened a 
major exhibit, Celebrating Dreams: 
the Presidency of James C. Votruba, in 
April to honor the tenure of NKU’s 
longest-serving president, who retired 
in July after serving for 15 years. 
Steely Library’s Special Collections 
and Archives is hosting the exhibit 
Kentucky Impressions: Paul Sawyier 
Original Work from September 22–
December 9. The exhibit features 
65 oil and watercolor paintings by 
Kentucky impressionist Paul Sawyier 
(1865–1917).
University of Louisville
The exhibit Harry Potter’s World: 
Renaissance, Science, Magic, and Medi-
cine is being held at the Kornhauser 
Health Sciences Library from October 
20–December 1. Harry Potter’s World 
explores J.K. Rowling’s creation and 
its roots in the Renaissance traditions 
that played an important role in the 
development of Western science, 
including alchemy, astrology, and 
natural philosophy. The exhibition, 
using books and artifacts from the 
Kornhauser Library and the National 
Library of Medicine, explores Harry 
Potter’s world and its roots in Renais-
sance magic, science, and medicine 
through the incorporation of the 
work of several fifteenth and sixteenth 
century thinkers.
MICHIGAN
Bentley Library
In early January, Tom Powers will 
retire from the Bentley Library after 
The exhibit Harry Potter’s World: Renaissance, Science, Magic, and Medicine
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45 years of service as head of the 
Michigan Historical Collections. 
During those years, Tom worked with 
hundreds of students in the processing 
room. On November 30, the Library 
will have a special symposium and 
celebration honoring Tom, as well as 
Bill Wallach and Jim Craven, who 
will be retiring that day. For more 
information on this celebration of 
139 combined years of service to 
the Library and the University of 
Michigan, see the invitation at http://
www.bentley.umich.edu/general/
bhlretirement.pdf.
Cranbrook Educational 
Community
The Cranbrook Archives has moved 
to its new location in the lower 
level of the renovated Cranbrook 
Art Museum. The move is part of 
the development of a Center for 
Collections and Research, in order 
to bring together the management of 
collections across campus and provide 
alternative services to visitors in terms 
of education and research. The new 
Center has already included curato-
rial work on collaborative exhibitions 
with the Art Museum.
The new reading room will seat 24 
and can be transformed into a 72-seat 
event center for activities such as pub-
lic lectures. The building is scheduled 
for completion in summer 2013.
MISSOURI
National Archives at Kansas 
City 
In honor of Veterans Day, the National 
Archives at Kansas City will conduct 
two workshops to help locate veterans’ 
records. “Accessing Current Military 
Records: How to Use eVetRecs” on 
November 8 will explore how to 
request military personnel record files 
for you or your next of kin using the 
electronic veterans’ records requests 
system, or “eVetRecs.” “Remembering 
18th and 19th Century Veterans” on 
November 14 is a three-part class 
covering veterans from 1770 through 
1938. See http://www.archives.gov/
central-plains/kansas-city/.
Washington University 
The University Archives at Washing-
ton University in St. Louis has started 
a blog. Bears Repeating: History and 
Happenings from Washington Univer-
sity Archives will touch on a diverse 
range of subjects from Washington 
University and St. Louis history and 
will include updates on archives-
related events and processing projects. 
See http://wulibraries.typepad.com/
bears_repeating/.
OHIO
Ohio Historical Records 
Advisory Board
The Ohio Historical Records Advi-
sory Board awarded its 2012 grants 
to 13 institutions for archival pres-
ervation, processing, cataloging, 
and digitization projects. Included 
are records documenting courts 
and local governments; businesses 
and industries; schools; theater and 
entertainment companies; and re-
ligious organizations. Funding is 
provided by the NHPRC. A list of 
grant recipients can be found at http://
ohsweb.ohiohistory.org/ohrab/index 
.php?title=Re-grants_SNAP_Grant_
Committee.
The Ohio State University
The Hilandar Research Library 
is pleased to announce that it has 
become the home of the records of 
the Society for Slovene Studies (SSS). 
The SSS was founded in 1973 and 
maintains a newsletter and a journal, 
Slovene Studies: Journal of the Society 
Western Michigan University 
(WMU) 
WMU has broken ground on its 
privately funded, 16,000 square foot, 
$8.3 million Legacy Collections Cen-
ter. Located on the Oakland Drive 
Campus, the Center will house what 
is now known as the “WMU Archives 
and Regional History Collections.” 
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for Slovene Studies. The archival 
materials largely contain files of past 
officers of the SSS. For more informa-
tion and research inquiries, contact 
hilandar@osu.edu.
University of Cincinnati
A recent anonymous grant has made 
possible the processing of the Henry 
J. Heimlich Archival Collection at the 
Winkler Center for the History of the 
Health Professions. Best known as 
the developer of the famed Heimlich 
maneuver, Heimlich also did exten-
sive research on cancer, HIV/AIDS, 
and Lyme disease. The project will be 
completed by January 2013.
SOUTH DAKOTA
Augustana College 
The Center for Western Studies 
(CWS) at Augustana College recently 
collaborated with the Council for Arts 
and Humanities in Rock County 
(Minnesota) on an exhibit about 
author Frederick Manfred. Manfred 
wrote dozens of books depicting life 
on the Great Plains and coined the 
term “Siouxland” to describe the area 
where South Dakota, Nebraska, Min-
nesota, and Iowa meet. The exhibit 
featured several of Manfred’s personal 
effects on loan from CWS, including 
his typewriter and leather boots. 
The exhibit was part of “2012—A 
Year of Manfred,” a year-long project 
celebrating the author, and funded, in 
part, by a grant from the Southwest 
Minnesota Arts and Humanities 
Council. 
South Dakota Digital Archives
Through the efforts of the South 
Dakota State Historical Society 
Archives and the National Film 
Preservation Foundation, rare 1930s 
film footage of South Dakota’s his-
tory is now available on-line. Film 
footage taken by Lawrence Cool 
of Platte in the 1930s was added to 
the South Dakota Digital Archives. 
The films were donated to the State 
Historical Society in 1997. In 2011, 
grant funding from the National Film 
Preservation Foundation paid for the 
conservation and digitization of five 
of the Cool films. See http://www 
.history.sd.gov/Archives/.
WISCONSIN
Wisconsin Center for Film and 
Theater Research (WCFTR)
The WCFTR has received a grant 
from the NHPRC to support process-
ing of the Emile de Antonio Papers, 
1868–1989. Emile de Antonio was an 
innovative documentary filmmaker, 
art agent, and political activist, and 
was a force in the New Left movement 
of the 1960s–1980s. The collection 
documents his personal life, profes-
sional associations, political experi-
ences, and f ilmmaking activities 
from the New Deal to the 1980s. It 
illustrates the business of independent 
film production and distribution dur-
ing the most fertile era of American 
independent cinema.
Wisconsin Historical Society
A new digital resource showcases the 
careers of pioneer silent film producers 
Harry and Roy Aitken. Although 
there are few remaining intact films 
from the Aitkens’ portfolio, the 
digital collection contains a variety 
of documentary sources from the 
150 films that the Aitkens produced 
from 1913 into the early 1920s. It 
features f ilm and publicity stills, 
scripts, synopses, production notes, 
title cards, budgets, location reports, 
and related documentation. 
The collection includes three of 
the 39 Aitkens f i lms in which 
Charlie Chaplin appeared. See www 
.wisconsinhistory.org/whi/feature/.
